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To His Excellency; 
D. P. Lewis, 
Governor of Alabama: 


Sır—As receiver of the lands of the Alabama and 
Chattanooga Railroad Company, and in accordance with 
your request, I have the honor to inform you that I have 
carefully examined the statement of sales of said lands, 
officially submitted and certified to by the late commis- 
sioner, appointed by said Railroad Company, for the 
sale of lands, and find the matter stands as follows: 
Total acreage of land sold...... Lecce eee 27,520 acres. 


Purchase price j Cash ..-- ern 653,447 97 


nn RE 


` $81,488 89 
The late Commissioner, David J. Duffy, states that the 
cash so received was accounted for to J. C. Stanton, 
Superintendent of the Railroad, and that he holds the 
notes himself as a lien for his commissions on the sale of 
said londs. I may mention that although I have applied 
to said Duffy by. order of Court for all books, papers, 
notes and maps belonging to or connected with the lands, 
he has steadily refused to give them up, and as he resides 
in Chattanooga and is not in the jurisdiction of the State 
Court, I have been hitherto unable to obtain them. I 
have further to state, that I have good reason to believe 
the said Commissioner, in selling these lands, has retained 
an interest in the more valuable portion of them, and I 
know that more than one of the sub-agents appointed by 
. Duffy to aid him in the sales hold large and valuable 
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`- tracts of mineral lands in close proximity to the Railroad. 
It would be invideous for me to select and present in this 
report the names of the parties referred.to, but Iam ina 
position to do.so, if required, either by your Excellency 
or a committee of the Legislature. Having deemed it 
my duty during the course of my receivership to make 
myself familiar with said lands by personal inspection 
I have no hesitation in saying that while some of the 
purchases have been made for bona fide settlement and 
_ for agricultural purposes a still larger portion of them 
have been carefully selected and purchased for specula- 
tion purposes, and are very valuable coal and iron lands. 
As an illustration of the reckless manner in which such 
sales have been made in utter disregard of the public 
interest I would mention that while the lands sold for 
actual settlement, consisting of small tracts of forty to 
eighty acres have been sold at an average of $2 50 per 
acre, considerable bodies of land have been sold to 
favored individuals consicting of coal and iron lands, at 
the same price and in no case has more than four dollars 
per acre been obtained for the choicest portion of them, 
thus showing that there must have been either careless- 
ness or incompetency on the one hand, or a total disre- 
gard of the interest of the Railroad and the State on the 
other. In view of the considerable demand for mineral 
lands that has sprung up within the past two years and 
which I have no doubt will continue and increase along 
the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad. Perhaps your 
Excellency would permit me to suggest that a competent 
person, familiar with mineral lands, be appointed to offer 
said lands to the public and sell them on commission. 
A central office opened at Birmingham would be con- 
venient for such purpose. This would entail no expense 
on the State and at the same time a very considerable 
amount would, in the next two or three years, be placed 
in the treasury to the credit of the bonds as required by 
law. In this connection it may not be out of place to 
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state that between two and OS hundred thousand dol- 


lars has been obtained for private sales of mineral lands. 
(within the area alloted to the A. & C. R. R.,) during the 


last two years. This fact is within my own knowledge 
. and extends to the counties of Jefferson, Tuscaloosa and 


Bibb. There have been sales also in other counties skirt- 
ing the Railroad, the particulars of which I am not familiar 
with, but the aggregate is probably not less than four 
hundr ed thousand dollars for the period named. Repeat- 
ed inquiries have been made of me, not only in Alabama, 
but from the Northern States and Europe, as to the 
prospective sale of these lands, and I have no doubt 
whatever, if properly advertised, they could be sold 
within the next five years, and with advantage to the 
State. In conclusion, I beg to inform your Excellency 
that I have a detailed statement of all the lands sold, to 
whom sold, quantity, price, township, section and range. 
All of which is at your Excellency’ s service when re- 
quired. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 

o JAMES L. Tarr. 
Montgomery, Nov. 21, 1878. 


To His Excellency, 
Davin P. Lewis, 
Governor of Alabama: 


Sir—In accordance with your request as per your favor 
of the 24th instant, I have the honor, as Receiver of. the 
lands of the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad, to sub- 
mit a detailed statement of the lands professing to be 
sold by the late commissioner of lands of said railroad 
for the information of the General Assembly. 

The lands sold are situated along the line of the: rail- 
road ; many of them are in close proximity to the road, 
and all of them are within the six mile limit of the 
allotment. e 
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The following lists will show the amount of lands pur- 
chased in each county, the names of the principal 
purchasers, the amounts respectively of mineral and 
agricultural lands sold, and the price per acre paid, 
together with an approximate idea of the real value of 
mineral lands purchased : | 


LANDS SOLD. 


Jefferson COUNLY .so4 oidds ee 17,080 acres. 
DeKalb GO “Fete areca ean ae aa ne oad as 6,160  “ 
Etowah E A AN 2,920, * 
Bt Claw: SE o ee snatch tases 1,000 “ 
Tuscaloosa ......... AS 320 < 
Bibb SR Aa 40 “ 
27,520 acres. 


Of the above mentioned average, I estimate the mineral. 
_ lands at 17,760 acres, and the agricultural lands at 9,780 
acres, the first or mineral portion being held by eleven 
_ parties for speculative purposes principally, and the re- 
mainder purchased for agricultural purposes and actual 

settlement by 190 settlers. a, | 

The mineral lands above referred to are-situated princi- 
pally in Jefferson and DeKalb counties, and are as 


follows : 

o Lean SER 13,640 acres. 
De Kal Decrease erke a rei 0.0. 4040 € 
TUSKALOO dara aaa 80 “ 


17,760 acres. 


The parties purchasing in Jefferson county, what I 
deern strictly mineral lands, are as follows: 


Joab Bagley es Ban tii ies ras 160 acres. 
Thomas Peters....... as aia E 4,320 “ 
William Miller. .cuirnicro anda 23 3,080 <“ 
A ue heeG eee: 5,200 * 

_ Giles Edwards............... AR 760 “> 


' Samuel Tate and associates........... are 190 “ 


18,640 acres. 
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The aggregate amount paid and to be paid for the above 
valuale body of mineral lands, is $38,988, or an average 
of $2 85 per acre, of which amount about one-fourth is 
stated to have been paid to the railroad company, and 
the balance, amounting to $29,545, is still unpaid, but, I 
am given to understand, has been secured by notes, which 
are held by the late Commissioner as a lien for his com- 
missions on sales. ' oa” ae 

In the county of DeKalb, the sales of mineral lands 
amount to 4,040 acres, as previously stated, and stand in 
the names of the following parties: ° 


A Harralson. „esse urn 1,880 acres. 
Juliett Fentod...........ooooooooo... a 700. " 
Clark, Graut & Cossio sas 840 “: 
Stand ler & Dorso engen 560 “ 
4,040 acres. 


The purchase price of the above is stated at $15,660, or 
rather more than an average of $3 75 per acre. A large 
portion of these are coal lands; andthe Eureka Mines, 
operated by Judge Harralson, are situated upon the tract 
purchased by him, and have yielded a large quantity of 
excellent coal. 

The only purchase of mineral land in Tuskaloosa 
county, with which I am acquainted, is eighty acres, pur- 
chased by Mr. Simons, and although not of large.extent, 
is a very valuable iron property ; the price paid was $2 50 
per acre. | 

Of the lands sold by the Commissioner for agricultural 
purposes, the price was, uniformly, $2 50 per acre, and, 
considering that the land was mostly uncleared, I think 
that might be considered a fair price. . a 

With regard to the real value of the mineral lands sold 
by the company, it would be impossible to give anything 
but a proximate idea, in the absence of a careful and 
direct inspection and survey of them; but while this is 

the case, there can be no difficulty at least in arriving at 
~ the conclusion that if $2 50 per acre represents the mere 
surface value of these lands, thirty-five cents per acre 
additional can not be a fair value for the iron and coal 
thereon and therein. I may mention that I have myself 
recently purchased some mineral rights of land within ` 
one mile of the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad at 
$30 per acre, and this, too, exclusive of the land or 
timber. I have also reason to believe that as much as 
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$75 per acre has heen paid for mineral land on the line of 
the railroad, in the same locality ; but even if we assume 
that the 17,760 acres of mineral land sold would only 
average a value of ten dollars per acre, the sale thereof 
would have amounted to $177,600 instead of $55,648, 
the price for which they were sold, and the balance of 
$122,000 would have been saved to the State. 

T cannot here refrain from stating to your excellency 

_my firm conviction, founded not only on my professional 

knowledge as a geologist and mineralogist, but also ona fa- 
miliar acquaintance with these lands—which I have deemed 
it my duty to acquire—that the State of Alabama has in 
them a: very valuable possession, and that long before 
_ the maturity of the bonds for which they were hypothe- 
. cated to the State, ten times their present value will not 
be able to purchase them. When it is considered that a 
large portion of these lands are embraced in the three coal 
\ fields of Alabama, viz: the warrior, the Cahaba and the 
| Coosa coal fields, and that the principal iron deposits of 
, the State literally skirt the Alabama and Chattanooga 
- Railroad, and form a not unimportant portion of the 
railroad lands, it must be at once apparent that the mere 
surface value forms a very small per centum of the price 
that must, at no distant day, be obtained for them. 
_ As I have already stated in my preliminary report, it 
‘ would be very desirable to offer these lands, both mineral 
and agricultural, for sale, as from the numerous inquiries 
that have been made, 1 think there would be a ready sale 
for a considerable portion of them, and still more so if 
advertised in mining centres, where the value of such 
property is properly estimated and fully known.- 

It may, also, not be out of place to state that I have 
full lists of all the lands for sale, and a series of maps 
showing the position of every acre of land within the - 
area of the grant, taken from the records and maps at the 
General Land Office at Washington. Should your ex- 

_ celleney or the General Assembly require any additional 
| information in my power to supply, I shall be most 
-| happy to afford it. | | 
| Y have the honor to be, yours er 


m oe | TAIT. 
mS Receiver‘ of Lands. 


